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I. Opening Prayer, Miles Kelley, Siegfried Hall Senator 

II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Minutes 

A. The Diversity Council Executive Officers gave a presentation about the history of 

Notre Dame’s Diversity Council and to propose the idea of making it a branch of 

DC joining the Student Union. SS 2021-21: A Resolution Encouraging the 

Pursuance of Various Strategies to Alleviate Campus Community Burnout During 

the Spring 2021 Semester was passed. SO 2021-10: An Order to Amend the 

Constitution of the Undergraduate Student Body to Prohibit Student Union 

Consumption of Forced Labor was not passed, with the recommendation of the 

Senate addressing this subject via an alternative route. A Discussion Regarding 

P2021-02: A Petitioned Resolution Calling for the Implementation of an Optional 

Pass/No-Credit Grading System for the Fall Semester 2020 was brought to a vote 

and passed.  

1. Minutes passed 

IV. Executive Announcements 

A. Academic Council Update 

1. Aaron Benavides: The Academic Council unanimously approved the 

recommendations of the Ad Hoc Title IX Committee.  

B. Campus Life Council (CLC) Update 

1. Rachel Ingal: The CLC convened for the second time today. Discussed the 

election and campus experiences, as well as how to support one another. Safe 

spaces also seemed to be a favorable idea for students feeling anxious, burnt 



UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME DU LAC 5 November 2020 
STUDENT SENATE  Meeting Agenda 

out, or overwhelmed to take a break from the election and school. Also 

talked about the Clemson game this weekend and concerns related to 

Covid-19. Continuing to encourage students to follow health guidelines as we 

are so close to the semester, as well as offering alternative activities during 

the day. Mental Health was a big topic as well, focusing on how we can take 

lessons learned this semester into next semester.  

C. Town Hall on Trust with Pete Buttigieg: Ticket Lottery Open until 5 p.m. on Friday 

1. Aaron Benavides: We are incredibly glad that we have been able to 

reschedule this valuable event. There have already been 700 submissions, so 

currently there is a one in seven chance of these applicants receiving a ticket. 

Once it closes tomorrow, I will run the lotto.  

V. General Orders 

A. State of the Student Union Address, Rachel Ingal, Student Body President  

1. Aaron Benavides: Thank you very much Madame President, what an 

incredible State of the Student Union Address. I will now smile upon a 

motion to cap the meeting time at ninety minutes.  

a) A motion is made on this by Michael Murakami and it is seconded 

(1) Motion passes 

B. SO 2021-14: An Order to Amend the Constitution of the Undergraduate Student 

Body to Revise the Hall Presidents’ Council - read by Thomas Davis 

1. Questions: 

a) Michael Murakami: Motion to move out of questioning and into 

debate 

(1) Seconded 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/my-drive
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1erLXyqJcHDSy1uKU5omkvP8M8cSjGuFp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1erLXyqJcHDSy1uKU5omkvP8M8cSjGuFp/view?usp=sharing
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(2) Vote passes 

2. Debate:  

a) Michael Murakami: Motion to move out of debate and into 

questioning 

(1) Seconded 

(2) Vote passes 

3. Vote: 

a) Aaron Benavides: The Senate Order Passes  

C. SO 2021-15: An Order to Amend the Constitution of the Undergraduate Student 

Body to Revise the Student Union Board  

1. Thomas Davis: It is essentially the same thing, so there is no need to read it. I 

will now answer any questions.  

2. Questions: 

a) Michael Murakami: Motion to move out of questioning and into 

debate 

(1) Seconded 

(2) Vote passes 

3. Debate:  

a) Michael Murakami: Motion to move out of debate and into 

questioning 

(1) Seconded 

(2) Vote passes 

4. Vote: 

a) Aaron Benavides: The Senate Order Passes  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mc3uTw-x3clhiKDhc7UFPcjytKBlb4F3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mc3uTw-x3clhiKDhc7UFPcjytKBlb4F3/view?usp=sharing
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D. Joint Presentation by the Student Union Ethics Commission and the Committee on 

the Constitution  

1. Thomas Davis: 

a) Progress Report on what ComCon has been doing 

b) Reminder to get GreenDot trained in compliance with the 

Constitutional requirement for elected officials  

c) Shift from 51 pages to 50 pages long 

d) Each branch of the Student Union has a representative on the 

Student Ethics Commission. Memo written on each org’s bylaws and 

ComCon recommendations  

e) Pushing out an amendment about every week now, which is going 

much better than I anticipated 

f) The SUEC has been slowed due to the roadblock of multiple Ethics 

Hearings and Inquiries taking up much of their time.  

g) The subcommittees of ComCon formed are Internal Review, Branch 

Review, and Senate Referrals. Should be an update on this next week 

h) We would like to redefine and ask ourselves what does it mean to be 

a special interest org and how is this qualified? 

i) Notable trends found include repetition, cross references throughout 

the Constitution, and constitutional requirements being overlooked 

or ignored due to lack of knowledge 

2. Aaron Benavides: You are an incredibly important part of our team, and we 

are so glad to be working with you. Thank you for doing a fantastic job as 

Parliamentarian, we are really grateful and appreciate your consistent efforts.  
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VI. New Business 

A. Presentation by Christine Caron Gebhardt, Assistant Vice President of Student 

Services, on Fighting Irish Care 

B. SO 2021-16: An Order to Amend the Constitution of the Undergraduate Student 

Body to Consolidate Election Regulations 

C. SO 2021-17: An Order to Amend the Constitution of the Undergraduate Student 

Body to Revise and Consolidate Article I of the Same 

D. SO 2021-18: An Order to Amend the Constitution of the Undergraduate Student 

Body to Revise the Class Councils 

VII. Announcements 

A. Aaron Benavides: Please take care of yourselves. This is the homestretch, we are 

almost there. We are here for you if you ever want to talk or need anything. 

B. Mairead Pfaff: SUB is hosting a meet and greet at Compton Ice Arena, which will 

include free skate and Insomnia cookies. Acousticafe tonight, movies tonight and 

tomorrow. Black Student Association hosting A Discussion on Racial Inequality 

November 10th with ND’s Law School Dean Marcus Cole as the speaker.  

C. Neils Casperson: Do you have any updates on the pass/ fail option? 

1. Aaron Benavides: It was not brought up at Academic Council this week. 

There was no prior interest to this before the Resolution, so it is not clear 

where they stand on this, but would not count on it currently.  

D. Renee Pierson: Make sure to get your Green Beanie-- 20% off today only! People are 

deterred because it says Class of 2023, but that is on the back so you cannot see it. 

All proceeds go to St. Adalbert’s, which usually gets thousands of dollars from the 

Fischer Regatta, which was cancelled last Spring.  
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VIII. Adjournment 

A. Michael Murakami motions to adjourn 

1. Seconded  

 


