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Daniel Rottenborn, Senator - Alumni Hall, Chair of Senate Sustainability Committee 
Dana Plagenz, Senator - Lewis Hall 
 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE INCLUSION OF A MANDATORY 
SUSTAINABILITY MODULE IN THE MOREAU FYE COURSE 

 
Whereas, His Holiness Pope Francis instructs the Church in his second encyclical, “Let us be 
‘protectors’ of creation, protectors of God’s plan inscribed in nature, protectors of one another 
and of the environment.”; 
 
Whereas, Notre Dame’s approach to environmental stewardship and sustainability is grounded in 
its Catholic mission, recognizing the indivisible link between environmental sustainability and 
the future of God’s creation; 
 
Whereas, Notre Dame’s Environmental Change Initiative recognizes that “Global warming, 
climate change, and alterations to land, water and air all threaten human and environmental 
welfare”; 
 
Whereas, the University administration has developed a long term, comprehensive sustainability 
strategy which hopes to address the effects of environmental change on an institutional level, and 
is currently looking to engage the undergraduate student body in a direct and effective way; 
 
Whereas, of the 348 undergraduate student survey responses recorded, 71.6% report to have 
never taken a class that discusses sustainability in some context, and 92.5% want to learn more 
about sustainability at Notre Dame, in a survey administered by a student; 
 
Whereas, all first year undergraduates at Notre Dame are required to take the Moreau FYE 
course, an effort by the university to fulfill Blessed Basil Moreau’s conception of education as 
“the art of helping young people to completeness”; 
 
Whereas, based on the Catholic mission of this university, student survey responses, and 
mounting global environmental pressure, a modern Catholic education presents a unique 
opportunity to equip students with the tools needed to act as effective stewards of creation;  
 
Whereas, the Moreau curriculum has grown to include an optional sustainability module in 
Spring 2019, and this shift should be recognized, celebrated, and expanded;  
 
Resolved, the Student Senate of the University of Notre Dame du Lac supports the inclusion of a 
mandatory sustainability module in the Moreau FYE Course. 
 

_____________________ 
Gates McGavick 

Student Body President 


